
 

Shir Hadash Reconstructionist Synagogue 

 

Bridge Phase Policy  
 

Building Policy effective June 1st 2021 

1 But First a Word from Our Government… 

CDC: Guiding Principles to Keep in Mind (Summary) 
The more people an individual interacts with, and the longer that interaction lasts, the higher 
the risk of COVID-19 spread. Location can be a factor, too, with outdoor activities generally 
being less risky than indoor activities. The risk of COVID-19 spread increases as follows: 
 

Lowest risk: Meetings and other activities are conducted virtually.  
 

More risk: Small, in-person gatherings like board meetings or support groups are held. 
Outdoor activities and meetings are prioritized. Individuals from different households 
remain spaced at least 6 feet apart and do not share objects. No food is served at 
meetings or events.  

 
Higher risk: Indoor activities are held. Medium-sized in-person gatherings are adapted 
to allow individuals to remain spaced at least 6 feet apart 

 
Highest risk: Standard operations and programming are resumed. Large in-person 
gatherings are held where it is difficult for individuals to remain spaced at least 6 feet 
apart. Food is served “potluck” or family style. Many event attendees come from 
outside the local geographic area. 
 

The full guidance can be found at https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-
ncov/community/organizations/community-based.html   Updated April 19, 2021 

 
 

2 Shir Hadash is OPEN 

 
 

We will start off with everyone being masked, at least for the next 30 days.  The vaccination 
rollout is far from complete. Thus, the Board felt that treating everyone equally as we open is in 
keeping with core Shir Hadash principles.  Once better practices appear and as government 
guidance is updated, we will seek to incorporate vaccination status into our policy.  

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/organizations/community-based.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/organizations/community-based.html


 
Here’s what to expect:  

• Services and other events may be held in the building or outdoors starting on June 1. 
The first hybrid service (outdoors and Zoom) will be on June 4, with more in-person 
services to come. Services will continue to be on Zoom as well. 

• The sanctuary will be limited to a maximum of 40 and everyone must be masked. 
Separation of groups will be required.  Soft reciting of the prayers and singing is 
allowed.  Oneg will not occur after services for the immediate future. 

• Meetings and education can take place in the building if you have made arrangements 
in advance.  However, our preference for the time being is that these meetings 
continue to be held on Zoom. 

 

3 Mandatory Policies 

These are the mandatory policies for all services, meetings and events, either indoors or 
outdoors for the next 30 days. 
 

• Masks are required at all services, events and meetings.   
 

• Six feet of social distancing is required between individuals/groups who are in different 
households or social pods. 

 

• Please review the Wellness Criteria <link to Wellness Criteria> prior to visiting the 
synagogue. Individuals exhibiting symptoms or with recent contact with an infected 
person will not be admitted. 
 

• Indoor and Outdoor occupancy limits <link to Occupancy Limits> have been defined and 
must be followed.   Registration will be required for indoor services.  
 

Key Prevention Steps = Wear a mask, stay 6 feet apart, and wash hands. 
 

4    Keeping Us Safe 

The following controls are being placed on activities to reduce the risk of spreading the virus.   
 

• Event Plans are required for activities with more than 10 on-site attendees.  Event plans 
identify risks that may exist in a specific activity. They then define and explain additional 
processes or controls necessary to reduce that risk. Standardized Plans are available for 
most activities. 
 
Event leaders can either select from a standard plan (e.g., Service, Bar/Bat Mitzvah, 
Meeting) or contact the V.P. - Building Operations to request customization and 
approval for a unique situation.   

 



 

• Prayer Books, Tallitot and Kippot will not be returned to their normal shelves following a 
service.  They will be placed on mobile shelves and quarantined for 5 days. 

 

• Singing is an activity that increases risk of spreading the virus.  When singing please 
manage your volume and use increased social distancing where practical.  The Lahaka 
will not be performing for services at this time. 
 

• No food is to be consumed for indoor activities, except for ritual purposes.     
 
Use of the kitchen as such, is limited to Staff and Renters for meals during working 
hours. Disposable materials must be used in lieu of using building dinnerware. 
 

• Water Fountains in the building are turned off.  Bottled water made available for staff, 
meetings. school or events. 

 

• Congregants and visitors to the site are expected to provide their own Personal 
Protective Equipment (PPE).  A limited number of masks are available for those who 
damage, lose or forget their PPE. 
 

• Hand Cleansers will be made available throughout the facility, its offices, meeting 
rooms, classrooms and work areas. Cleaning supplies for desks, table, chairs and 
equipment will be available as well.  
 

• Housekeeping is performed twice a week.   Additional housekeeping will be engaged as 
needed were the opportunity to clean between successive events is not covered by the 
regular schedule.  

 

• For the main bathroom, only 2 positions are available per gender.  Cleansing wipes have 
been provided in the stalls.  Do NOT flush these wipes down the toilets.  Garbage pails 
have been provided. 

 

• The building is generally open, but not guaranteed to be continuous during standard 
office hours. It is best to call ahead or make an appointment with staff to ensure access.  
The doors are (still) locked at all times. Please ring for admittance. 

5 Sechel שכל  

The goal of these policies is to create an environment for the building to open while we 
continue to minimize the risks of spreading COVID-19.  Each person must make their own 
decision on whether or not to attend an activity based on their own health status and tolerance 
for risks. 
 
We will need your help.  Normal will not return for immediate future. When it does it will 
include additional methods of participation and safety protocols. We will need additional 
volunteers in both time and skills to enable this. Only then can we expand our offerings to and 
then past extent that existed pre-pandemic 
 



Should you have questions or feedback about these policies, please contact either: 
 
Marc Fargotstein, President        president@shir-hadash.org 
Stuart Aizenberg, Executive Vice President      exec-vp@shir-hadash.org 
Jerry Weiss, Vice President – Building Operations  vp-boc@shir-hadash.org       
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